
MAINE HARBOR CHURCH 
BOLSTERS MILLS UMC & CALVARY UMC 
June 2020 

BELOVED CHURCH FAMILY, 

I pray that you are doing well and hanging in there during this 
difficult time apart. I’m writing this letter a little early this month 
because my family and I will be taking a much-needed time of rest 
from May 25-June 1. On Sunday, May 31, we will not be having our 
regular Facebook Live Worship. Instead, you will be blessed with a 
pre-recorded Pentecost Service from Bishop Devadhar and the 
Cabinet of the New England Annual Conference. This will be uploaded 
on our Facebook page and website.  

I know many of you are eager to get back to in-person worship 
services; especially those of you who do not have computer access to 
watch our online services. I also know that others of you are still 
desiring to stay home and not risk an in-person gathering even though 
you miss worshipping with others in person. After reviewing the CDC, 
WHO, and Maine Government recommendations as well as the New 
England Annual Conference guidelines, we will NOT be returning to 
in-person worship for the foreseeable future. Our Harbor Church 
Coordinating Team (members of Calvary UMC and Bolsters Mills 
UMC) will be reviewing the New England Annual Conference 
guidelines (you can find them at this link: 
http://www.neumc.org/virus-reentry) and taking steps to 
delegate their implementation as we move forward. The document 
from the New England Annual Conference is long and thorough, but 
here are some examples: 

• No one over the age of 65 AND no one with high-risk medical conditions (asthma, high blood pressure, 
autoimmune disorders, etc.) should attend in-person worship at least until there is a vaccine and 95% 
effective treatment 

• All persons attending in-person worship must wear masks and remain 6 ft apart (this means roping off 
pews to be able to distance ourselves) 

• All Hymnals and Bibles must be removed from pews to prevent spreading of germs 
• No singing or unison prayers (it has been shared by experts in the medical and musical field that group 

singing is as dangerous as everyone sneezing repeatedly at the same time) 
• No fellowship time 
• Bathrooms would need to be sanitized after every individual use 

NEW! CALL INTO 
LIVE WORSHIP! 

For those of you who are 
not online, you can now 
call into worship on your 
landline or cell phone! 
Thank you to Pastors Annie 
and John for making this 
work. Details on page 2! 

 

 
 



This is a lot to take in. There is grief and frustration about what church once was, and fear about what it will 
become. When I became your Pastor, I had no idea this is what we would all be facing. However, I find hope 
and strength in that we are facing it together. The most important thing right now is for us to make sure 
everyone in our community is safe. One of Methodist founder John Wesley’s rules is to “Do No Harm” and until 
we can guarantee that no harm will be done from gathering in person, we will not be reopening for in-person 
worship.  

“I have been blown away by the amazing witness of love and faith that 
you have all shared by praying for one another, by calling and checking 

in on the most vulnerable in our congregation…” 

 This does not mean we cannot still be the Church! I have been blown away by the amazing witness of 
love and faith that you have all shared by praying for one another, by calling and checking in on the most 
vulnerable in our congregation, by showing up for birthday parades, by sending cards, and more. Thank you for 
still being the Church even though our building might be closed. I also want to thank you for still giving 
faithfully and honoring your pledges during this time. When you offer what you have been blessed with, you 
become a blessing for others. 

 As we continue to be the church remotely, I want to offer you ways to still connect through worship and 
fellowship. During the month of June, we will be celebrating the Holy Spirit through a special sermon series 
where we explore the ways the Spirit has moved in and among people throughout Scripture as well as how she 
continues to move today. We will also celebrate and honor the sacredness of the LGBTQIA+ community 
through a special Pride Sunday Worship on June 28th. Below you will find the ways to connect with us 
(including a new Call-in option for Worship!) as well as the Worship at Home Kit for June. As always you are in 
my prayers, and I encourage you to call/text me at 613-5134 should you have any pastoral needs.  

          In Christ’s Love, 

          Pastor Annie 

 

 

WAYS TO CONNECT WITH US 

Worship: You can worship with us online via Facebook Live each Sunday at 9:30 am. You do not need a 
Facebook account to watch; simply follow the links on page 3. If you are online, join our church families in the 
chat as we lift up prayers and share time together. Don’t forget to say, “Hi!” You may get a response during 
worship, and Pastor Annie reads the comments after the livestream is over. 

For those of you who are not online, you can now CALL INTO WORSHIP ON YOUR LANDLINE/CELL 
PHONE! Simply call this number (1-929-205-6099) and enter the Meeting ID (815 4571 9900) and the 
Password (980033). We also offer you this Worship at Home Kit. I hope you will share it with those you live 
with each week, and/or call a friend and share in worship together.  

 



Links to worship online with a computer, smartphone, or tablet: 

6/7: https://www.facebook.com/CalvaryUMCLewiston/live 

6/14: https://www.facebook.com/ThorntonHeightsUMC/live 

6/21: https://www.facebook.com/BMUMC15/live 

6/28: https://www.facebook.com/CalvaryUMCLewiston/live 

FELLOWSHIP 

Each week we offer an opportunity to connect with your church family 
via Zoom for about an hour. You can use a computer, cell phone, or 
even your landline to join us Wednesday and Thursday mornings at 
10! Fellowship times are open to all, so feel free to join in with your 
Harbor Church siblings! 

Bolsters Mills Fellowship- Wednesdays at 10 a.m.  
Computer: https://us04web.zoom.us/j/929363026 
Phone: 1-929-205-6099 

Meeting ID: 929 363 026 
Password: 929353026 

Calvary Fellowship- Thursdays at 10 a.m. 
Computer: https://us04web.zoom.us/j/212518566 
Phone: 1-929-205-6099 

Meeting ID: 212 518 566 
Password: 212518566 
 
 
 

GIVING 

We want to thank everyone so much for continuing to give and practice good stewardship during this time. 
Although our church building is closed, our ministry still continues. If you have internet access, you can send in 
your pledge or weekly offering using the secure PayPal link on our websites:  bolstersmillsumc.org/give/ or 
calvarylewiston.org/give/.  

You can also you can mail in your pledge or offering to the church and we will deposit it. 

Bolsters Mills UMC  
P.O. Box 859 
Harrison, ME 04040 
 

Calvary UMC 
59 Sabattus St. 
Lewiston, ME 04240 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/CalvaryUMCLewiston/live
https://www.facebook.com/ThorntonHeightsUMC/live
https://www.facebook.com/BMUMC15/live
https://www.facebook.com/CalvaryUMCLewiston/live
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/929363026
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/212518566
https://calvarylewiston.org/give/


June 7, 2020 

CALL TO WORSHIP (Written by Mary J. Scifres) 

Eternal God, your Spirit moved on the waters—and there was light, your first creation. Your 
Spirit moved on the water of our baptism—and again, there was light in our souls and hearts. 
Let your holy light shine on us today, as we remember your creation and our special part in it. 
Amen.       

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS (From the New Revised Standard Version/NRSV) 

Genesis 1:1-2            

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and 
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 

Revelation 22:1-7, 16-17          

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of 
the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve 
kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 
Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his 
servants will worship him; they will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. And there will be no 
more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign for ever 
and ever. 

And he said to me, ‘These words are trustworthy and true, for the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, 
has sent his angel to show his servants what must soon take place.’ 

‘See, I am coming soon! Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.’ ‘It is I, Jesus, who 
sent my angel to you with this testimony for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright 
morning star.’ The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come.’ And let everyone who hears say, ‘Come.’ And let everyone 
who is thirsty come. Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift.’ 

 

MEDITATION (From 40 Days with the Holy Spirit, written by Jack Levinson) 

“The Bible begins simply- with soup. Murky, muddy soup. Right where many of us live, smack in 
the middle of chaos, too much to do in too little time, expectations left unmet, disorganized and 
disappointment and disasters waiting to happen. The only glimmer of hope for creation rests in 
the appearance of the Spirit of God hovering over this primal soup, this abyss, this deep. The mere 

mention of the Spirit, in the Bible’s First lines, introduces the possibility of order, of birth, of meaning. But how 
can the Spirit put soup in order? 

We began with God’s Spirit hovering, like a mother eagle, over the muck of creation. We finish up with new 
creation, with living water flowing from the lamb’s throne- a final gush of life. And, again, one final time we 
learn about the Holy Spirit. So, Breathe, Pray, Practice, Learn, Lead, Build, and Blossom.” 



 

TIME OF PRAYER 

Prayer of Confession (Written by Nancy C. Townley) 
Lord, You know how easy it is for us to sit here, tethered to our darkness and fear. We 
get bound up by chains of mistrust. We dare not to hope, for so many times before we 
have been disappointed. So we sit here and wonder where you are. We are not unlike 

the disciples who wondered also, who feared. Lord, come to us in our darkness. Flood us with 
your powerful light of love and mercy. Help open our eyes to the good news of your eternal 
glory. Give to us visions of the place in which love and hope will reign. Forgive our stubborn 
resistance to your mercy and your love. For we ask this in Jesus’ Name. AMEN. 

Prayers for Others 
Let us pray 
for the people of this congregation... 
for those who suffer and those in trouble... 
for the concerns of this local community... 
for the world, its peoples, and its leaders... 
for the earth you have given to our care… 
for the Church universal—its leaders, its members, and its mission... 
in communion with the saints… 
Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory for ever. Amen. 

 

CLOSING BLESSING (Written by Mary J. Scifres) 

God has accomplished marvelous things! We are part of creation’s fulfillment. Let us 
go in new appreciation for the works of God’s hands. We are part of creation’s 
fulfillment. Let us work to restore the earth’s perfect balance and beauty. We are part 
of creation’s fulfillment. Let us live as faithful disciples, telling all what God has done. 
We are part of creation’s fulfillment. And remember that Jesus is always with us, to 

the end of the age. We are part of creation’s fulfillment.  

  



June 14, 2020 

CALL TO WORSHIP (Written by Mary J. Scifres) 

Coming from places that have seen better days, God bids us to celebrate this day, a day full of 
new possibilities. Coming with our breath taken away by grief, the Holy Spirit breathes new life 
within us, renewing our connection with God and with one another. Coming to worship seeking 
a hope that will endure, Christ unbinds the fetters that hold us in death, speaking in word and 

sacrament, and building community for holy service.       

 

SCRIPTURE READING (From the New Revised Standard Version/NRSV) 

Ezekiel 37:1-10          

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me 
down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all round them; there were very many 

lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord 
God, you know.’ Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of 
the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay 
sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you 
shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.’ 

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the 
bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon 
them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the 
breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, 
and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.’ I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into 
them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

 

MEDITATION (From 40 Days with the Holy Spirit, written by Jack Levinson) 

“For lifeless communities, too, which have slipped into the throes of death, the process of rejuvenation may 
take a long time. Bones need to be reattached, sinews re-laid, flesh restored before the Spirit-breath of God 
rushes to renew. There is hard work to do, relationships to be restored, sleeves to be rolled up in these 
communities long before the Spirit pulses with new life.  

Sometimes, life arrives step by step. New life comes in stages. As the prophet puts it, only at the end of the 
process, after bones have rattled, sinews covered the bones, skin shielded the sinews, and the Spirit-winds 
rustled themselves into a storm of life. Only after all of this could it be that the Spirit entered them and they 
came alive!” 

 

 

 



TIME OF PRAYER 

Prayer of Confession (Written by Mary J. Scifres) 
Lord, You know how easy it is for us to sit here, tethered to our darkness and fear. We 
get bound up by chains of mistrust. We dare not to hope, for so many times before we 
have been disappointed. So we sit here and wonder where you are. We are not unlike 

the disciples who wondered also, who feared. Lord, come to us in our darkness. Flood us with 
your powerful light of love and mercy. Help open our eyes to the good news of your eternal 
glory. Give to us visions of the place in which love and hope will reign. Forgive our stubborn 
resistance to your mercy and your love. For we ask this in Jesus’ Name. AMEN. 

Prayers for Others 
Let us pray 
for the people of this congregation... 
for those who suffer and those in trouble... 
for the concerns of this local community... 
for the world, its peoples, and its leaders... 
for the earth you have given to our care… 
for the Church universal—its leaders, its members, and its mission... 
in communion with the saints… 
Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory for ever. Amen. 

 

CLOSING BLESSING (Written by Tim Graves) 

Move, swirl, and dance among us. Remind us that you, you are always present: 
encouraging, luring, and inspiring us to be the loving people you created us to be. Stir 
us during this hour to walk humbly, embrace love, and do justice in our unjust and 
fragmented world. Amen.  

  



June 21, 2020 

CALL TO WORSHIP (Written by Katherine Hawker) 

Then I will pour out my spirit on all flesh, thus says the Lord. Send down the fire of your justice! 
Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Send down the rain of your love! Your old shall 
dream dreams, and your young shall see visions. Send down your Spirit, breathe life in your 
people! In those days, I will pour out my spirit. And we shall be people of God.   

    

 

SCRIPTURE READING (From the New Revised Standard Version/NRSV) 

Joel 2:28-32          

Then afterwards I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
your old men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions. Even on the male and 

female slaves, in those days, I will pour out my spirit. 

I will show portents in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and columns of smoke. The sun shall be 
turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, before the great and terrible day of the Lord comes. Then everyone 
who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved; for in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be those who 
escape, as the Lord has said, and among the survivors shall be those whom the Lord calls. 

 

MEDITATION (From 40 Days with the Holy Spirit, written by Jack Levinson) 

“The outpouring of the Spirit is torrential and overpowering. And the Spirit outpoured is precisely what the 
prophet Joel Imagines. The novelty in Joel’s dream is not the promise that the Spirit will be poured out. Isaiah 
and Ezekiel had already imagined this outpouring by the time Joel Spoke. Joel’s innovation lies in the way the 
words ‘[they] shall prophesy’ stretch the story of the elders in Numbers 11. Joel’s vision bursts the wineskins of 
that story in two directions.  

Horizontally or sideways, the outpouring of the Spirit extends to all flesh-not just a single people group or state 
or nationwide, or continent, as in the story of the elders. The words all flesh crush the rigid shell of nationalism, 
for all flesh elsewhere in the Jewish Bible includes animals and all of humankind. The prophetic promise of the 
outpouring of the Spirit breaks every artificial boundary, every self-imposed border, every pretense of 
privilege” 

 

 

 

 

 



TIME OF PRAYER 

Prayer of Confession (Written by Katherine Hawker) 
For ignoring the vision breathed by the living Spirit churning deep within our souls; 

Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy, Have mercy upon us. 

For refusing to look at the vision alive within those who look or act or sound different from us; 
Christ have mercy, Christ have mercy, Have mercy upon us. 

For choosing familiarity, ease, and comfort rather than risking the opportunities afforded in the 
vision Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy, Have mercy upon us. 

Prayers for Others 
Let us pray 
for the people of this congregation... 
for those who suffer and those in trouble... 
for the concerns of this local community... 
for the world, its peoples, and its leaders... 
for the earth you have given to our care… 
for the Church universal—its leaders, its members, and its mission... 
in communion with the saints… 
Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory for ever. Amen. 

 

CLOSING BLESSING (Written by Joanna Harader) 

Holy One, For all of the ways you speak to us – in rushing wind, in dancing flames, in 
words we understand, and in all that transcends language, we give thanks. Give us 
courage to speak your love, everywhere we go, to everyone we meet. Amen.  

  



June 21, 2020 

Pride Sunday: Celebrating the Sacred Worth of our LGBTQIA+ Community 
All liturgy used for this service is from the online resource “enfleshed” unless otherwise noted. 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP  

In the image of God, you created everything and called it good! In abundant diversity, your 
likeness is found in us. We reject all messages that belittle or degrade any among us. And so in 
faithfulness to God and one another we proclaim: Sacred are our bodies of every size and 
ability. Blessed are our sexualities, drawing us towards love of many kinds. Beloved is every 

gender, revealing you in different ways. To our skin, beautiful in every shade, we say hallelujah! Praise God, our 
Creator, who blesses us with this world, these bodies, and our fellow creatures, all created good, very good. 
Amen.      

 

SCRIPTURE READING (From the New Revised Standard Version/NRSV) 

Acts 8:26-40          

Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Get up and go towards the south to the road that goes 
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.’ (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there was 

an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. 
He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the 
prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go over to this chariot and join it.’ So Philip ran up to it and 
heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, ‘Do you understand what you are reading?’ He replied, ‘How 
can I, unless someone guides me?’ And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the 
scripture that he was reading was this: 

‘Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his 
mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away 
from the earth.’ 

The eunuch asked Philip, ‘About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about 
someone else?’ Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good 
news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, ‘Look, 
here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?’ He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of 
them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the 
water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 
But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to 
all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

 

 

 



MEDITATION (From Queermergent, written by Nadia Bolz-Weber) 

“The bigness of God’s tent is why we have an open communion table. When we come to the table we all come as 
Christ’s guests to his feast. And as much as we’d like to be – we are not the makers of the guest list. We come to 
the table with those who accept us and those who reject us. We come to the table with those we love and those 
we distrust. We come whether or not we feel worthy. Because It is God who has made us worthy in the 
invitation. It is God who has torn the curtain of the temple so that there is no longer Jew nor Greek, Slave nor 
free, Male nor Female gay nor straight. Liberal nor conservative. 

So maybe here in this story of the conversion of Phillip and the Eunuch is some hope for the church. That 
under God’s really big tent we might ask questions, invite those who represent the establishment to come and 
sit by us, to stay in the scriptures, to be converted anew by the strange and the stranger, to see where there is 
water in the desert, to enter fully into the waters of God’s mercy with the foreigners, with the “not us”. And to 
go on our way rejoicing having converted each other to this beautiful, dangerous expansive life of faith.” 

 

TIME OF PRAYER 

Prayer of Confession  
God, you have modeled for us time and time again what it looks like to come out. Since 
the beginning, you have been revealing your true self to us in different forms but we 
always struggle to understand. In Jesus, you took on the flesh of an infant, made 

yourself vulnerable, risked everything, all in hopes of deepening your relationship with us. Like 
our ancestors who responded to your coming out with violence and rejection, we acknowledge 
we too turn away from your revelation in unexpected people and places today. By your Spirit, 
make us the kind of community where those who come out as queer or trans, or in any 
vulnerable way, can find home, family, and embrace. Amen. 

Prayers for Others 
Let us pray 
for the people of this congregation... 
for those who suffer and those in trouble... 
for the concerns of this local community... 
for the world, its peoples, and its leaders... 
for the earth you have given to our care… 
for the Church universal—its leaders, its members, and its mission... 
in communion with the saints… 
Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Parent, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory for ever. Amen. 

 



CLOSING BLESSING  

Go in the companionship of the Spirit and be a light to the world and all who are 
yearning to be free. Embrace your own difference, celebrate the difference of others, 
and proclaim the Good News: God’s love does not conform to the standards of our 
culture. It is without boundary. It extends to all.  

 


	Beloved Church Family,
	Ways to Connect with Us
	FELLOWSHIP
	GIVING

